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MEMORANDUM FOR; 


STAT 


Attached for your information are copies of 
letters furnished by Paul Johnston, nho mbs of 
the opinion their similarity ties more than 
coincidental * 

Mr. Johnston has been informed that copies 
are being passed to the FBI. as the agency of 
primary interest in such matters. 


STAT 


tsslstant to the Director 


STAT 
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Mr. S. Paul Johnston 
2 East Sixty-Fourth Street 
New York 21, N. Y. 

Dear Paul: 

I appreciate your undated note 
and the copies of the letters you 
enclosed the other day. 

Since, if these letters are 
indeed more than plain coincidence, 
it would be a little out of my 
bailiwick, I should like to pass 
them to oiurFBI liaison provided 
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STAT 



31 October 1955 


The attached came in for the Director 
today from Mr. Paul Johnston. Do you wish to 
handle, or shall it be given to the Director? 


AT 
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S. PAUL JOHNSTON 
2 East Sixty-fourth Street 
New York 21, N. Y. 
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STATOTHR 


STATOTHR 



Mr. 3. Paul Johnston 



Dear Mr. Johnston: 


As an aeronautical engineer, currently doing. graduate work 
here at Cornell University , I have become quite interested in 
the technical history of aviation. On several oeeeiitaasDr. 

P. Wright has been able to help me out by fn rn l sh i n g 
recollections or material he has acquired covering areas pfr " 
current interest to me, or by suggesting other# who might be 
able to assist me. 


In this last category, he suggested that I refer several ques- 
tions regarding the Japanese phase of the U. 8. Strategic 
Bombing Survey to you. If you could help me in any way V or oatl 
suggest anyone who might, it would be greatly appreciated. 


As you know, the reports on the ineividual eansems in the 
Japanese aviation industry are the single best source of 
material on these oomuanies activities, and as you also &ay 
know, these reuorts have long been out of print. aefOre re- 
producing them, since they would be of considerable use to 


me, J. am making a number of efforts, eommerelally and other* 
wise, to loorte a set. If you lnow of anyone haring a set of 
these twenty reuorts that they are not using, and Sight be 
willing to part with, I would be happy to hear of them. >* 


AIbo there are a number of illustrations of aircraft and pro- 
duction lines, or the remains thereof, in these report# which 
are of special interest. These are eases where nther photos 
of the airplane or the plant seem to be nop existent- or at 
best very poor in comparison. Do you knew if it Would be 
possible to borrow or otherwise obtain photographic prints of 


these photos from any individual orqgencyT If you know of any 
°j» j.I?? P e °Pl© working for you on this Job who may have taken 
additional photos of the Japanese aircraft or slants, I would 
also be interested in contacting them. 


welcome 1 * ^ 0811 * iT ® alon * the8e lin *® wonld be nor « than 


/Sincere] 


STATOTHR 


HA/ea 
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STATOTHR 



Mr. MI Johnson 

c/o Institute of Aeronautical Sciences 
2 S» 6kih Street 
New York, Mol. 


Dear jfr e Jthneonj 

I had quit* a long talk with Fata Qroes of Prlneeton, M«J« the 
athar day, and ho suggested that I drop you a lino re gar d i ng 
Japanese airaraft la hopoa that you may be able to offer a for 
loada and aotoa baaed on your experience* with the Strategic 
Beading Surrey taaa. 

A little background on ay interest.. ,, I a* a "bug" on Japanese 
ariatioo, particulerily in tha Wn period* I hero, currently, 
probably tha largeet and noat complete Japanese oollactioa in 
the Meet in private hands. Currently I have tee projects • one. 
long ten, is "The Book" (aa I now call it) which in tine I heps 
to parepoe on a histoiy of Japanese MWH aviation • end two* 
abort tern (closing date la e little over a aontb aeey) ia a eoriea 
*° **** «^l*l*a aoMdsalonad by tha British u mgLm 
19£?" ?iCt0ri * 1 " #nttUed Aeronaut leal Developments 19feo- 

In both eases the data contained in the "Strategic Beading Survey* 
reports would be invaluable to no. X have tried7 not aaaaaeftfMVv 

aad°hiJi n ti d^ta^nl***! nvm/STOaa gomrmmX agencies 

and have to date only been able to looate 2 reports, I do have 

t ~ htn ^ a lo ?. <>1 llbr « T> but this is very restricting 

witi»T LfT* ‘TT th f ***** m kmd 1 then far 
writing, etc, I would certainly appreciate anr load* you oould 

off« » 1« locating . art... „ ^l„HriZl r.porC 

art???!!?' O* U paolofaphe that I tan naa In w 

articles. If you still have aay p ri nts of the ianeuM iim./i 

! r ‘ r *' to o*»^ aatarlal for tha . and iaTthai In 
l™ h ( uU J r * llt <* «°«w*). I walla* that 5 

gy .y'frr**** »«» i» «*«wi circa*!*, 
«•* rt ,u * ib *» 

Ineidantly, p Aaps you have a historical interest in Janenesa 
aviation, and if ao ay eollaction is span to you at w tSUT 

if TofU* rz phaa* nf tM. thrt^a ar^UtSlrtta 

la 1*11 h. glad to track It denn and aa* .hat I*ra gat^ltT^ 
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While I've got the chance I'd like to add • words o§- j**\** 
on the Strategic Beporte theneeliree. OtjMir then their intended 
purpose of r creeling the extent af the bas hi ng dsage roadie, etc# 
ther ere a redly invaluable historical work* The note* on the 
indi vidual Manufacturer# bistojrieel developsent, and the peialen tlen 
figures of aircraft prior to the war period nags thee aw of an* 
sole sources of data in a period of Japanese eviction t hetis net 
chronicled in any other We item source* I have had the fortunate 
advantage (look, you night eell it) to have socesa to eoae of the 
original manufacturer* • record* tad by otom otetklxif vitll toe** 
Japanese reoerds end the UB88B rsiordn have Men Ale to catalog 
an extensive listing ef Japanese prodoetiono 

» t- > v 

The results of this arose cheeking of Japanese and AnartaSM faoirda 
has given the OBSBS reports about e 9H aeewmsy record • enough 
to reelly iapreaa no with toe pedantic eocuraey cf thee# reports* 
Ac these were probably prepared in the typical Anerlcan *1 nacd 
than yeaterdsy" style# and the feet that the teanc wore probably 
preseed for tins, the record is all the acre anaelago 



Approved For Release 2002/05/07 : CIA-RDP80R01731R000500480010-8 



